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Third MenEngage Pakistan Core Group Meeting 

 
 

Background:  
 
The MenEngage alliance for Gender Equality and Ending Gender Violence was established in 
Pakistan after the first MenEngage Pakistan Core Group Meeting held in May 21st, 2007 in 
Islamabad. Participants from development organizations, including Government, NGOs and 
UNDP with past experience and interest in working with Men and Boys for Gender Equality 
and Ending Gender Violence attended the meeting.  
 
The first meeting provided a forum for the participant organization to follow up on the 
regional consultation meeting held in Katmandu – Nepal (held towards the end of January 
2007), review the Pakistan Country Plan developed by the working group of the regional 
consultation and shared their experiences on the subject and set future directions. The 
participants agreed on following action points: 
 
o Regular progress Review, Core Group Meeting 
o Organizational Inventories 
o Organizational Commitment Sheets 
o Regional/Provincial Chapters of Alliance 
o ToT 
 
As a follow up the 2nd MenEngage Pakistan Core Group meeting was held in Islamabad in 
October 18th, 2007 to share and review the progress update action points from the first core 
group meeting. The MenEngage Pakistan Secretariat (Gender Justice through Musalihat 
Anjuman Project (GJTMAP), Ministry of Local Government and Rural Development  
(MoLG&RD) organized the 2nd  Core Group meeting with technical inputs from the 
MenEngage Regional Alliance Coordinator South Asia. The participants agreed on following 
action points during the 2nd MenEngage Pakistan Core Group meeting: 
 
o Next Quarterly Progress review meeting  
o Extend Membership (as per agreed criteria) 
o Organizational commitment Sheet by the Core Group Members  
o ToT 
o Participation in Partner Organizations Events  
 
As a follow up a third MenEngage Pakistan Core Group meeting was organized and co-
hosted by Sahil, Islamabad on April 29th, 2008in oreder to share and review the progress 2nd 
core group meeting. 
 
 The concept note on the 3rd meeting is attached at Annexure -1.  
 
Agenda:  
 
A copy of agenda of 3rd MenEngage Pakistan Core Group meeting is attached at 
Annexure-2. 
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Date, Time & Venue: 
The third MenEngage Pakistan Core Group Meeting was co-hosted at Sahil, No. 13, First Floor, 
Al-Baber Centre, F-8 Markaz, Islamabad, on Tuesday - April 29, 2008 (1000 -1230 hrs). 
 
Participants:   
List of participants is attached at Annexure – 3. 
 
Proceedings:  
The meeting started at 1015 hours and was chaired by Mr. Shahid Latif Anwar, National 
Project Director (NPD), GJTMAP, Ministry of Local Government and Rural Development (Mo 
LG&RD), Islamabad.  
 
2. Welcome and objectives of the meeting: 
 
Mr. Shahid Latif Anwar, 
NPD, GJTMAP, Islamabad 
welcomed the participants 
for sparing time for the 
meeting and thanked Sahil 
for co-hosting the meeting. 
The NPD explained the 
objectives of the third 
MenEngage Pakistan Core 
Group meeting and 
explained that the purpose 
of this meeting is to follow 
up on the decision of 2nd 
MenEngage Pakistan Core 
Group meeting and review 
the action points agreed 
upon during the meeting. 
The objectives of the 
meeting were stated as 
follows:  
 
• Share feedback from the recent ME Focal Persons meeting at New Dehli (10-11 April, 

2008) 
• Up – coming Joint Regional Programme for ME and other regional initiatives/experiences 
• Review the progress on MenEngage related interventions in Pakistan (post ToT)  
• Follow up on action points agreed during the 2nd Core Group Meeting, dated – Oct. 17, 

2007 (minutes were circulated to all concerned) 
• Discuss strategies for membership for the MenEngage Pakistan Alliance and agree on 

way forward  
 
3. MenEngage Secretariat Progress Update and MenEngage Initiative in Pakistan: 
 
Mr. Hamid Raza Afridi, National Project Manager (NPM), GJTMAP, MoLG&RD made a 
detailed presentation on   MenEngage Secretariat Progress Update and MenEngage 
Initiative in Pakistan (Annexure – 4).  Mr. Afridi explained and reviewed the Action Points 
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agreed upon during the second Core Group Meeting (October 17, 2007). Shared feedback 
from the recent ME Focal Persons meeting at New Delhi (10-11th April, 2008).  He further 
added that the secretariat has formally sent membership acceptance letters on behalf of the 
MenEngage core group and offered general member ship to RSPN, SDPI and Sursubz 
Foundation, as per decision in the 2nd  Core Group Meeting (October 17, 2007). He 
mentioned that concreted efforts were required to enhance membership and create 
awareness. He sought support from the partner organizations in this regard. 
 
Mr. Afridi further explained that the Secretariat and Sahil organized a three days (13-15 
November 2007) Training Workshop for the staff of MenEngage Core Group members at 
Marriot Islamabad. It was attended by 32 participants. A 2nd TOT was planned later during the 
year subject to funds availability. Mr. Afridi informed the participants that the Secretariat has 
developed a special section on MenEngage Pakistan initiatives on its Website, and asked 
other partners to create hyper link with the site.  
He emphasized that the organizational activities related to MenEngage need to be 
mainstreamed and shared regularly with the secretariat.  
Mr. Afridi briefly explained the background and objectives of the two days South Asian 
strategic planning meeting on Working with Boys and Men for Gender Based Violence 
Prevention & Gender Equality held in New Delhi on 10 and 11 April 2008.  
 
The Objectives of the 
meeting were to: 
• Share experiences from 

national level networks 
involving boys and men 
in gender-based 
violence prevention & 
gender equality in 
South Asia 

• Orient participants to 
the Asia Pacific joint UN 
programme on working 
with boys and men for 
violence prevention 
and other regional and 
global initiatives 

• To identify synergies 
between the regional 
and country levels and 
map a way forward for 
a South Asian regional network 

He added that the workshop was planned as a conversation among the local, regional and 
international participants from NGOs and UN families, to look for synergies among their 
current work, and to shape a regional level network or “platform for exchange” with specific 
functions and principles. 
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4. Organisational Progress Updates of Core Group Members:   
 
The participants of core group member were requested to present their respective 
organisation progress updates since the 2nd Core Group meeting and the progress regarding 
the action points agreed upon in the second meeting. 
 
 
i) Amal:  
 
Mr. Imran Rizvi, Managing Partner, KZR associates, appreciated the ME Pakistan Secretariat in 
leading the MenEngage Alliance and briefly explained about MenEngage interventions in 
Amal’s programme components. Mr. Rizvi emphasized on reorienting the Alliance members, 
their working environment and the need to integrate the MenEngage concept in 
programmes and Monitoring and Evaluation. He added that various activities and linkages 
have been developed on the MenEngage agenda and explained the following initiatives 
taken by Amal consciously in line with MenEngage: 
• Amal works at district level in Punjab for the last two years and consciously involve men.  
• Gender special training with GRAP 
• Work with group of religious leaders on ‘Islam and Gender’ 
• International conference was proposed but delayed due to security reasons 
He further added that, AMALs priority action was aimed at sensitizing in house team on 
principles of MenEngage 
• Effort was also made to reflect/integrate MenEngage in ongoing and new initiatives e.g. 

Migrants &HIV study, Sex workers project in Karachi, and ongoing capacity building 
trainings e.g. on GBV with GTZ and Gender sensitization trainings etc. 

• Three new initiatives were developed: 
i).  The Gender Conderence being sponsored by CIDA has agreed to a special 

MenEngage session.  
ii).  Trainings for transport sector being organized by VARAN tours and  
iii) Advocacy   proposal submitted to UNDP on GBV 

 
• Following such in house efforts, AMAL wishes to collaborate with external partners and 

build a joint momentum on MenEngage programming as evidenced by its participation 
at the Visioneering workshop 

 
 
ii) Sahil: 
 
Ms. Manizeh Bano, Executive Director, briefed the meeting about the progress update 
concerning Sahil’s interventions and especially since the post ME Training Workshop (13-15 
November 2007):  
• Beside the regular activities major focus is on the field level training. She shared the details 

of the two days workshop organised by Sahil at Sukkur on March 12-14, 2008  
• She explained that after the MenEngage Training Workshop Sahil team went to the 

referral units (3 members each) and talked to youth group and volunteers of the district 
group.  

• A section in Sahil’s E-news letter is allocated for MenEngage. 
• A module is designed on child sexual abuse ‘once upon a boy’. 
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Ms. Manizeh emphasised on conceptual and practical aspects of the term of MenEngage. 
She explained that when we are talking about MenEngage, to what extent we are doing it. It 
is to look at all the levels of violence, e.g. the root from where it emerges and for men, 
MenEngage is to reflect how violence becomes part of their life as well.   
 
iii) FPAP: 
 
Dr. Rizwan Rabbani Baig, Manager HIV/AIDS & Abortion (Rahnuma – FPAP) presented a 
detailed background, focus areas, current programmes on men involvement and related 
activities in FPAP across the country (Annexture-5). The following male Involvement Programs 
Progress over the years were explained:  
 

• Research on sexual negotiations  
• Three days workshop on increasing male responsibility on SRH-R 
• Manual on sexual Negotiation 
• Male involvement in SRH included in Annual Programme activities of FPAP 
• Male youth groups are strengthened at regions and PMOs  
• A four days training/workshop on ‘counseling for guilt and trauma’ under male 

involvement programme is planned by the end of May 2008. 
 
iv) Aurat Foundation:  
 
Ms. Rukshanda Naz, Chief 
Opperating Officer, briefly 
updated the participants 
about Aurat Foundation’s 
interventions in Pakistan. 
She explained that AF has 
created and is 
strengthening its network 
of civil society 
organizations in all the 
districts of Pakistan for 
citizens’ participation in 
addressing issues of 
concern for women at the 
district level. Ms. 
Rukshanda updated the 
participants about the 
activities of AF as follows: 
• Monitoring of policy 

data 
• Media scanning for 

violence against women 
• Strengthening Darul Aman at district level, 12 Districts of Punjab and few Districts of NWFP. 
• Translate and incorporate 7Ps in training manuals for Musalihat Anjuman/ GJTMAP. 
• Legal Literacy Manual is improved. 
• Capacity building of partners to strengthen Darul Amans with GTZ support. 
• Organised gender sensitisation workshop for Rickshaw drivers in Peshawar.  
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v) Rozan: 
 
Ms. Maria Rasheed Executive Director, Rozan shared the programme interventions of Rozan 
and activities carried through involving men. The following activities were mentioned in this 
context:  
• Police training programme 
• Adolescence youth programme: Module developed, a six month cycle, assess change 

with small group of boys in Rawalpindi.  
• Sexuality and reproductive health are more focused areas, manual development in 

progress on ‘Sexuality and reproductive health’. 
• Working with media is a regular activity. Media is regarded as an important stakeholder in 

creating mass level awareness on social issues. 
• The Youth Help Line (YHL) is a resource centre working on the emotional and sexual 

health of young people.  

 
5. MenEngage Regional Consultations and an Update from South Asia:  
 
Mr. Syed Saghir Bukhari, Regional Alliance Coordinator MenEngage (ME) South Asia 
explained and briefed about the evolution and background of MenEngage Global and 
Regional Alliance. Mr. Bukhari explained the major themes, priority areas and activities going 
on in the South Asia region. He added that working is going on, on basic understanding of 
MenEngage for Gender Equality and ending gender Violence in South Asian countries. He 
shared the progress up date and said that in South Asia different countries are at different 
level of progress with different approaches regarding MenEngage interventions. 
 
Mr. Bukhari briefed the participants about the two days regional planning meeting held in 
India, which unfolded process, linkages and resources mobilisation opportunities. He added 
that the participants welcomed the joint programme as it is evolving through consulting with 
communities. Mr. Bukhari shared information on resource mobilisation opportunities at 
Regional and International (e.g. UN Trust Fund)   
 
 
6. Action Points:  
 
o  MenEngage Pakistan Visioneering Workshop: The workshop will be held on 9th May, 2008, 

from 9 - 5 pm at Rozan office – Islamabad to develop a concept note and refine and 
clarify the strategic direction of the MenEngage Pakistan Alliance. Ms. Maria volunteered 
to be the reporteur amd Mr. Imran rizvi and Mr. Saghir Bukhari agreed to facilitate the 
workshop. MenEngage Secretariat would circulate the agenda to all stakeholders.       
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o MenEngage Strategic planning and Core Group meeting: A two days ‘MenEngage 

Strategic planning and Core Group meeting’ on working with Men and Boys to prevent 
Gender Based Violence (GBV) in Pakistan will be held in Islamabad (June 3rd or 4th, 2008). 
Mr. James Lang, Policy Advisor, UNDP Regional office South Asia will be facilitating the 
two days session. GJTMAP/ME Pakistan Secretariat will facilitate the visa process with 
relevant ministries in Islamabad.  

 
o Next Quarterly Progress review Meeting: The next progress review meeting will be held 

during first week of June, 2008 as part of the above strategic planning meeting. 
 
o Organizational Membership/ Commitment Sheets: All the MenEngage Core Group 

Members were once again requested submit the membership form/commitment sheets 
at their earliest for further consolidation and developing a directory of partners. 

 
o Participation in Partner Organizations Events: FPAP will be inviting Core Group members to 

attend the upcoming workshop on “Counseling on Guilt and Truma” (May, 27-30, 2008).  
 
7. Summing up & Vote of Thanks  
Ms. Manizeh Bano, Executive Director, appreciated and thanked the participants for 
contributing and sharing their experiences and making the meeting a success. She further 
added that the meeting has been fruitful and the upcoming workshop would help develop 
more clarity among partners on the subject. 
 
Mr. Afridi Thanked Sahil for all its support and Regional Coordinator for facilitation. He also 
thanked all participants for their active support.  
 
The meeting ended at 1230 hours.  
 
 
Signed:  
 

 
 

   
     

   
   

         
 

 
 
 
Cc. for information and necessary action to:  
- All members of MenEngage Core Group, Pakistan/Observers 
- Regional Alliance Coordinator Men Engage (ME) South Asia 
- All GJTMAP PPD/PPMs ( Balochistan, NWFP, Punjab, Sindh) 
- File/GJTMAP – MeEngage Core Group Meeting.  
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Annexure 1 
Working Paper 

3rd MenEngage Pakistan Core Group Meeting 
Tuesday, 29th April 2008, Islamabad, Pakistan 

 
Background  
The 1994 International Conference on Population and Development helped set in 
motion a growing global awareness of the need to engage men and boys in 
promoting gender equality. Since then, the health field has become increasingly 
aware of how gender norms—societal messages that dictate what is appropriate or 
expected behaviour for males and females—fuel an array of health and social 
problems. All too often gender roles and expectations condone men engaging in 
high risk sexual behaviour, grant men the power to dictate the terms of sex, and 
make it extremely difficult for women and girls to have control over their sexual and 
reproductive health. Gender inequity in relationships and rigid views about 
masculinities can also lead to sexual coercion and physical and psychological 
violence against women and children and between men, as well as men’s limited 
participation as caregivers and fathers. In terms of fatal violence, whether in 
domestic settings, in conflict areas or otherwise, it is overwhelmingly men who are the 
perpetrators of such violence. 
 
As new programs engaging men and boys have been implemented, a body of 
effective evidence-based programming has emerged. These programs have 
confirmed that men and boys are willing to participate in discussions related to 
gender equality, and rethinking masculinities, and that targeted, well-designed 
interventions can be effective in changing traditional and rigid attitudes and 
behaviours that perpetuate gender inequalities. The success and importance of 
these program initiatives has led to a growing interest in adapting this work in settings 
throughout the world. 
 
What is MenEngage? 
MenEngage A Global Alliance to Engage Men and Boys in Gender Equality and 
Ending Violence.  The Alliance is involved in an array of research, interventions, and 
policy initiatives seeking to engage men and boys in effective ways to reduce 
gender inequalities and promote health and the well-being of women, men and girls 
and boys and for promoting caring fatherhood. The alliance includes several major 
international organizations, as well as local and national groups with extensive 
experience in engaging men and boys in gender equality and reducing violence. 
The organizing members of MenEngage include Engender Health, Instituto 
Promundo, Save the Children Sweden, Sahayog, the Family Violence Prevention 
Fund, and the International Planned Parenthood Federation.  
 
What does MenEngage do?  
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The goal of MenEngage is to increase the number of men and boys reached by 
interventions that promote and engage them in gender equality and violence 
prevention. To achieve this, MenEngage will implement three complementary 
strategies:  
1) Advocacy and policy;  
2) A learning and leadership network; and  
3) Resource sharing.  
Each strategy will be developed through a consultative process with MenEngage 
members.  
 
Objectives:  
The objectives of the meeting are to:  

• Share feedback from the recent ME Focal Persons meeting at New Dehli (10-
11 April, 2008) 

• Up – coming Joint Regional Programme for ME and other regional 
initiatives/experiences 

• Review the progress on MenEngage related interventions in Pakistan (post ToT 
) partners PPP; and 

• Follow up on Action points agreed during the 2nd Core Group Meeting, dated 
– Oct. 17, 2007 (minutes were circulated to all concerned) 

• Discuss strategies for membership for the MenEngage Pakistan Alliance and 
agree on way forward  

 
Federal Project Management Unit (FPMU) Gender Justice through Musalihat 
Anjuman Project (GJTMAP) FPMU, Ministry of Local Government & Rural 
Development (MoLG&RD) Government of Pakistan is facilitating the meeting and 
providing secretarial support. 
 
Expected Participants: 
 
• Approximately 20 leading development organisational representatives (includes; 

Government, NGOs, UN) with past experience and interest in working Men and 
Boys in Gender Equality and Ending Violence. 

• The participants consist of Pakistan core group members and some strategic 
partners as observers. 

 
Pakistan Secretariat: 
Hamid Raza Afridi (Focal Person) 
National Project Manager 
Gender Justice Through Musalihat Anjuman Project - Federal PMU 
2nd Floor, State Life Building No. 7, Blue Area, Islamabad; Pakistan 
Tel: +92-51-9202476, 9202480; Fax +92-51-9206598 
E-mail: hamid.afridi@gmail.com, gjtmap@gmail.com, Website: www.gjtmap.gov.pk   

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Annexure – 2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Meeting Agenda 
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Annexure 2 
Third MenEngage Pakistan Core Group Meeting 

Sahil, No. 13, First Floor, Al-Baber Centre, F-8 Markaz, Islamabad, Tel.: 051-2850573). 
 

Tuesday - April 29, 2008 (1000 -1230 hrs) 
 

Meeting Agenda  
 

Agenda Items  
 
• Welcome and objectives of the meeting – Chair Person 
 
• Presentation on MenEngage Secretariat Progress Update and MenEngage 

Initiative in Pakistan and Review of Action Points agreed upon in the second Core 
Group Meeting (October 17th, 2007), Up date and Share feedback from the 
recent ME Focal Persons meeting at New Delhi (10-11th April, 2008) by Mr. Hamid 
Raza Afridi, National Project Manager (NPM)/Focal Person MenEngage Pakistan, 
GJTMAP, MoLG&RD (20 minutes). 

 
• Presentation on Organisational Progress Updates of Core Group Members Since 

the second Core Group Meetings and ToT, Participant Organisational 
Representatives (5-8 minutes each).  

 
• Presentation on the Up-coming Joint Regional Programme for ME and other 

regional initiatives/experiences from South Asia by Syed Saghir Bukhari, 
Programme Officer UNIFEM (20 minutes) 

 
• Agreement on Next Quarterly Meeting  
• Open discussion/Q&A  
 
• Any other item  
 
• Summing up & Vote of Thanks by Sahil/MenEngage Secretariat   
 
 
 
{RSVP: Ms. Nabat Ali, GJTMAP, FPMU, MoLG&RD, Islamabad; Tel.: 051-9202480; Fax: 051-
9206598} 
 
 



 
 
 
 

Annex - 3 
 
 
 
 
 
 

List of Participants for Second MenEngage Core Group 
Meeting 
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Annex 3 
Participants List for Third MenEngage Core Group Meeting 

 
 

 
 

Chairperson:  
 
1. Mr. Shahid Latif Anwar, NPD, GJTMAP, MoLG&RD  
 
Pakistan Core Group members: 

2. Mr. Syed Saghir Bukhari, Programme Officer UNIFEM 
3. Mr. Hamid Raza Afridi, NPM, GJTMAP, MoLG&RD, GoP, Islamabad/Focal Person, 

ME Alliance Pakistan 
4. Ms. Manizeh Bano, Executive Director, Sahil 
5. Mr. Imran Rizvi , KZR Associates/ Amal Human Development Network, Islamabad 
6. Ms. Roshan Fida, Amal Human Development Network, Islamabad 
7. Dr.  Rizwan Rabbani Baig, Manager HIV/AIDS and Abortion Family Planning 

Association of Pakistan, Lahore  
8. Mr. jawad Aslam SCF – Sweden, Peshawar 

Partner Organisations:  

9. Ms. Maria Rashid, Executive Director, Rozan, Islamabad 
10. Mr. Siddiq Ahmed Khan, NPM, GJP/UNDP Islamabad 
11. Ms. Rukshanda Naz, Executive Director, Aurat Foundation, Islamabad 
12. Ms. Nasira, Bunyad Foundation, Lahore 

Secretariat:  
 
13. Ms. Nabat Ali, GVCs Analyst, FPMU GJTMAP 
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Presentation, MenEngage Secretariat Progress Update 
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Progress Update, FPAP 
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