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Pakistan's experience with rural development is almost as
old as the country’s independent existence. In the 1950’s, it introduced a
donor assisted “Village-aid” programme, under which local and foreign
volunteers went round different villages to teach people agricultural
techniques and primary health care. in the 1960’s, the system of “Basic
Democracy” was introduced by President Ayub Khan. The 80,000 local
councillors elected under this system, not only provided an electoral
college for the election of the President but alsc served the needs of the
local people. Then in 1979, a new system of local bodies was
introduced, under which 1106 union councils, 86 district councils, 285
town committees, 117 municipal committees, 12 municipal corporations
and 39 cantonment boards were created. Over 72,000 councillors
serving in these bodies were expected to undertake rural development
projects. Eighty percent of these councillors belonged to rural councils.

This system was replaced in 2001, with a new system of
local government with three tiers of District Government (DG),
Tehsil/Town Municipal Administration and Union Administration. This
systemn, under elected Nazims, attempts to create mechanisms, for
public participation In the delivery of social services and development
activities. The management responsibility of 31 decentralized
departments was devolved from provincial governments to the District
Governments and Tehsil Administrations, along with considerable fiscal
decentralization.

Key note address at the Workshop on “Successful Models in Capacity
Development for Local Self Governance Towards Urban Renewal and Rural
Reconstruction” organized by (he Ministry of Local Government and Rural
Development at [slamabad on 1 w&ugusf, 5008. *Mr. Sartaj Aziz is currently Vice
Chancellor of Beaconhouse National University, Lahore.
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